
Thus, we see that, in other places as well as this, the disense often 
bafRes the most sltilful physicians. I t  is true that the mortality occasion- 
ed by this bane of infancy dul.ing the past yedr in St. LOUIS was most 
alarming-amouhting to 238, wl~icli was in the ratio of 1 in every 126 
inhabitants. But the cause of this I sincerely believe' to be the want of 
proper merlical attendance. ' 1  neither desire nor intend to insinuate 
aught agninst my follow practitioners; on the contrary, our city has 
reason to be proud of her physicifins. It is not to them, nor to their 
mal-practice, t l ~ r ~ t  this gteat mortality must be attributed. Mothers! it 
is bccnrlse you neglect to seelr their aid ; it is because you do not employ; 
or employ them too ldte, that so ninny of your offspring are torn from 
your embraces. Every boat brings us a rnul~itude of poor families unable 
to fee a physician. True, no man deserving that title, and the respect 
due to it ,  would refuse his advice and attendance because a suffering 
being could not show the rice of the consultation. Often money can- 
not pay the physician. J i g  reward-dle greatest, the noblest, is in llis 
heart-in his conscience. A pllilnnthropic institution llas been estab- 
lished in this city-nn institution consecrated to the poor-the dispensary. 
But either they know it not, or neglect to avail tllemselves of' its aid. 
Old nurses and charlatans are resorted to; substances injurious, perl~aps 
poisooous, for the infant inviilid R I ~ Q  administered in repeated doses, and 
tbe poor baby dies, less the victim of disease, than of unwise remedies 
employed for its relief. 
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Studying i'lfediche in Persia.-The following letter was received last 
weelc from a young brother of the Nestorian Bishop, Mnr Yohanan, who 
trnvelled throng11 tile United States under the patronage of the American 
Foreign Missionary Society, nbout eighteen months ngo. He is stugying 
medic.ine, under disadvantages which would utterly disconrage any per- 
son lcss determined than himself, to learn how to relieve the physical ills 
of his oppressotl countrymen, It need not be supposed thnt the orthogra: 
phy or syntax of the letter, which we publish without rtlterntion, 1s a 
sn~nple of his scholarship. He writes in a langunge which he probably 
has heard spolten 01-11 incidentally, by, the resident missionaries, who 
hnve no dccnsion for t r, e use of their vernncular, ip that distant part of 
the world, unless they teach it ns an nccomplishment to anlnmbitious, in; 
quisitive nntjve, who submits to the severe drudgery of ncquiring the Eng: 
l ~ s h  language that he may acquaint himself with the literature of the 
people ivho speak it. In the Persian, Arnbic, kc . ,  the writer is unques. 
tionnbly distinguished for his nttaintnents. ' This is inferred from the po- 
sition he holds in that society where his brothcr is the great, leal'ned and 
inAllentin1 man of the corintry. 

On reading the cotnmunicntion, should any of our medical friends feel 

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at The University Of Illinois on June 25, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



a disposition to assist this young man in the way of sending him a few
books on medicine and surgery, they would confer an important favor.
Whatever may be left at this office, to be sent to,him, will be forwarded
by ihe earliest conveyance. And we recommend it to those who mayhave duplicates in their library, if no others sympathize in his case, to
send them to the young medical student of Oroomiah in Persia.

"Oroomiah, December 21, 1843.
" Jerome V. C. Smith, M.D.

" My .dear, Fkie.ni),—My brother Mar Yohanan told me about you.
I wish very much to find some friends in America. I. desire to correspondwith you. I am a Ncstoriun man, Mar Yohanan's brother. I am studingMedical books with Doctor Wright. If you will be kind to me, will you
send some Medical books for me, we have no in this country such books.
Doctor Bass have send it some Medical books for me, but they are old books
is. You gave one for my brother Mar Yohanan, one Smith's Class Book
of Anatomy. He brought it heare ; I am reading with it every day one
hour with Doctor Wright. J think it is ten'years I am studieing the
English language. I wish very much to learn your language. I hope in
God shall learn by and by, if my friends please. If you please My dear
you may write for me a letter. 1 wish lo write your language very much.
I read amfiiuder.stund prety well, but 1 canot speak very well. If shall
write letters perhapps shall I learn write and speak. I wish to find a friend
to write him every month that he may answere me. I wrote great manyletters lo America, and I also receive letters from them. I am very glad
to write you a small letter. I think you will find very many mistakes
in it, because I am not learned very well writting. Mar Yohanan send
very many compléments to you and to your family. He inquired after
your health. If you please will yon give his love to all your friends at
boston, and to D. Anderson. My dear friend remember with your pray-
ers, do not forget. I will be thankful to you, I will not forget you. I
will remember all the time.
" My dear friend, our country is not so good, Mohamadens opressing

very much. They teak our doughters by force and give very much trou-
ble for us. We pray Gud that he may deliver us from their hands. All
your people may pray for Us, perhaps God will hear their voice, muy de-
liver us from dificultes, from opression of the Mohammadens and sin.
We pray God that he may keep your people from all dificults and harm.
" May the Lord bless you and give you kingdom of heaven and bless

with all his blessings in the kingdom of heaven. Excuse this poor letter
from affectionate friend Joseph Son of George of Gavalan, Mar Yohanan's
brother."

Smallpox in Porto Cabello .—The following letter, under date of April
23d, from Wm. T. Mann, Esq., who is connected with the American
Consulate at Porto Cabello, was received by the barque Aniti, which ar-
rived at Boston on Wednesday last. The editor acknowledges his obli-
gations to Mr. Mann for his polite attentions, and also, in past times, for
many interesting items of medical intelligence which he has communi-
cated for the Journal.

" Puerto Cabello, April 23,1844.
" Da. J. V. C. Smith.—My Dear Sir,—I have thought it would not be

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at The University Of Illinois on June 25, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



^interesting to you to learn that fot some months past the smallpox has
prevailed in this place. The first cases occurred here in the month of
November, and were denominated, by the faculty, varicella, and not until
about the last of February were they willing to admit it publicly as the
smallpox. There has happened here, since that time, at least 350 cases.
The deaths at least 50; but those who have been properly vaccinated,
have suffered but slightly. The population here is about G000 ; and
when: you consider the state in which the lower class of people here live,
and the few advantages they possess in either lodging, attendance or bed-
ding, the loss of life may be said to be small. The great temerity of all
the native population has also increased the mortality. The Port Doctor
pronounces it to be contagious by the atmosphere. All ihe neighboring
ports and interior towns placed us in quarantine-—a " cordon sanitaire "

being placed on all the roads leading inland. You may, of course, readilyunderstand that all this has seriously affected our mercantile operations.
" Not a sing\eforeigner has died with the disease, and the deaths have

been confined to either the lower class of people, or those who from the
fear of their friends or from some gross inattention or imprudent act did
not take proper care of themselves, or were not properly nursed by others.
Our Consul, in whose family I live, had eight down with it at once.
" It is somewhat singular that our neighbor Laguayra has not yet been

affected by it—the nearest ports to us where it has yet happened, beingMaracavbo and St. Thomas. The others must, however. I am fullv ner-
suaded, soon feel it. I am yours truly, Wm. T. Mann."

Pancoast's Operative Surgery.*—This quarto volume—one of the
most costly that has ever been sent abroad—is a production of much
value. Great books have been called great evils; but we are sure this
cannot be said of such works as this, with a single ray of truth. Al-
though there is no scarcity of text-books on operative surgery, yet thereis a choice to be made, since some are better than others. In this country
there is a commendable zeal manifested to raise surgery to the highestdegree of excellence. Our surgeons have always acted with prompti-tude in extending a knowledge of the discoveries of foreign operators,and it is now acknowledged that many of them are themselves amongstthe most successful surgeons in the world; With all the advantages
growing out of an extended public confidence, the practice of hospitals,and an untiring determination not only to succeed, but to excel, a body of
skilful operators has grown up in the United States, of which a nation
may justly bo proud. In the category of eminent men who are devoted
to the interests and progress of operative surgery, is Dr. Pancoast, of Phil-
adelphia, a gentleman of distinguished attainments—the evidence of which
is the treatise before us, the largest and richest that has ever appeared in
the United States on the subject of which it treats.
This work contains the very essence of all others extant, in the fewest

words, interwoven with which are the author's individual views and ex-
perience. In short, it is a practical guide for using every surgical instru-
*A Treatiseon Operative Surgery, comprising a description of the various processes of, tho art,including all the new operations, exhibiting the state of surgical science in its present advanced con-dition. With eighty plates, containing four hundred und eighty-six illustrations. By Joseph Pancoast,M.D., Professor of General, Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy, in Jefferson Medical College,&c.Philadelphia : Carey & Hart. Large qarto, pp. 380. 1844.
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ment. There are 4S6 illustrations—representing the scat of operation,instruments to be used, and the positions of the operator's hands, as well
as those of the assistant. This last is a peculiar advantage, which the
whole profession will have occasion to acknowledge. Dr. Huston says, in
his Examiner, "For the accuracy of the descriptions, anatomical and sur-

gical, the profession need no higher guaranty than the well-known char-
acter of the author as an experienced surgeon and profound anatomist."

The artists who contributed to the completion of this beautiful under-
taking, from the designer of the figures, through the whole range of
lithographers, compositors, &c. down to the binder, have shown them-
selves masters of their several departments. Dr. Pancoast has accom-

plished a labor which must be gratifying indeed; and we congratulatehim on the successful termination of nn enterprise that is as creditable to
the chirurgical character of our country, as it is to his own skill, energy,
literary perseverance, and devotion to a calling which has already raised
him to an enviable distinction.

Unfitness of Gelatine for the Sick.
—

The French Academy of Sciences
has decided that the use of gelatine in hospitals' is injurious to the patients,
as it has no nutritive properties, and lends to create cutaneous diseases,
as does gruel, when the effects are not counteracted by a more generous
diet.

Epidemic Varicella .—A disease bearing a resemblance both to smallpox
and chickenpox has appeared at Longueuil, Lower Canada, exceedinglyviolent in its character. More than five hundred persons, say the pa-
pers, are down with it. Vaccination is no protection, and hence it is pro-
bable that the malady is chickenpox.

Honors Abroad.—Sir Benjamin Brodie has been elected a correspond-
ing member of the French Academy of Sciences. Dr. Mott, of New
York, was a second candidate. Many medical gentlemen of this countryhave received diplomas, of late, from learned societies in various parts of
Europe.

Dr. Howe's Fracture Apparatus.—In printing Dr. Howe's remarks on
fractures, in the Journal of week before last, his explanation of ihe letters
on tho cut, which was written on a separate strip of paper, was mislaid,
and its omission was not noticed lili the paper accidentally came to light
a day or two since. The cut was in itself so well designed, and ils exe-
cution so perfect, that this omission was comparatively of little import-
ance ; still the letters on the cut need some corresponding explanatory
ones, and we therefore, without hearing from Dr. H., insert the explana-tion here :—"a, the swathe ; b I, the attachment of the swathe to tho bed-
stead ; c c, broad ligatures to confine the leg to the splint, but thrown open
to show the convass bands ; d, the windlass on which is wound the ex-

tending straps."
Fractures of the Radius. —Mr. O'Shea states, in the London Lancet,

that in the treatment of these fractures, he usually, having first made ex-
tension sufficient to bring the fractured portions in situ, applies two splints,

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at The University Of Illinois on June 25, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



one anteriorly, the other posteriorly to the fore-arm, so that when the nrm
is flexed, both splints are in a plane with the horizon, and, having supi«
nated the hand as much as possible, directs his patient to keep it in that
position ; he thus rotates outwards, not inwards, and the consequence is a

straight arm and an useful hand.—London Medical Times.

Medical Miscellany ,—Dr. D. Williamson has been appointed comptrol-
1er of New York.—A woman recently died in Schuylkill Co., Pa., Poor-
house, at the age of 109 years.—The buxome young widow Hahne-
mann, widow of the homœopathist, who resides in Paris, has given notice
that she has received the degree of M.D. She says, " 1 deserved the
title by my labors, and ii was conferred upon me by a special diploma."—
Epidemic erysipelas is prevailing with puerperal fever at Penh's Valley,
Perm. It is said also to he prevalent at Cincinnati.—Dr. R. M. Huston is
president of the Philadelphia Medical Society.—An Essay on the Phi-

.

losophy of Medical Science, by Dr. Bartlctt, is announced ; also ihe Prac-
titioner's Manual, by Dr. T. D. Mitchell, of Philadelphia.—Dr. Washing-
ton L. Atlee, of Lancaster, Penn., has been appointed to the chair of
Chemistry, in the Pennsylvania Medical College of Philadelphia. He
has a good surgical reputation.—Dr. David Gilbert, of Gettysburg, in the
same Stale, has been appointed Professor of Surgery in the same School.
—Dr. Bartlelt's work on Typhus and Typhoid Fevers, is highly praisedin the British and Foreign Medical Review.—The French Academy of
Sciences has awarded 1200 francs to M. Stromeyer, for having first de-
vised and tried the operation for strabismus on the dead body, in 1838;
and the same sum to M. Dieffenbach for having first performed it on the
living subject in 1839.—Chloride of zinc, liquefied by exposure to tbe air,
is said to be good for toothache.— A colossal statue of Vesalius, in bronze,
eleven feet high, is to be erected at Brussels on the 18th of July, 1845.—
It is thought that the late Sir Henry Halford realized more money for his
practice than any other physician since the days of Hippocrates.—Ery-
sipelas has appeared in Norwich, Hampshire Co., and proves very fatal.
—A new law respecting medical practice has passed the New York As-
sembly. We shall publish it next week, and also the proceedings of the
Monroe Co. Medical Society.
To Corhksimindknts.—- A pit per1 'on the Beard, and tho Proceedings of the

Barnstable District Medical Society, are on file for publication. Additional pa-
pers from the second reporter of the Buckland case have been received, and are
under consideration.

Maiuukd,—At Sudbu'ry, Mass., Thomas Stoarns, M.D., to Miss E. Moore.—
Almon Z. Bordin, MD., to Miss Harriet N. Atwood.—At Grufton, Dr. Josiah Kit-
trodge, ofk Nashua, N. II., to Miss Susan B. Brighton, of G—In Concord, N. H.,
Dr. C. T. Berry to Miss Clara D. Cliadbourne, daughter of Dr. Thos. Cliiulbonrne.

DiED,^-In Sterling, Dr. Piorson Kendall, 77.—At Newport, N. II., Dr. Enoch
Hazard, 72.—At Albnny, Dr. Henry Green, a widely-known and much-respected
physician_At the Danish Island of St. Croix, W. I., Dr. Stedtnan, 81, a nutive of
Scotland. He had been an eminent practitioner on the Island upwards of fifty
years._
Numberof deaths I» lltimonlbr the week ending May 18, 24.—Males, 12; 'Female», 12. Stillborn, 5.Of consumption, 3—scarlet titrer, !>—accidental, 2—measles, 1—scald, i Inn:: fever, 2—iimnitiun, I
—dropsy in the bruin, 8—croup, 3—old atfe, 1—diseuse of the heart, 1—unknown, 1.
Under 5 yourti, 11—between 5 and 20 years, 7—between 20 and 60 yeurs, 5—over liO year«, 1.
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Wound of the Intestine, treated by Suture>\p=m-\Recovery —On the 18th of
March, 1843, a negro man (belonging to J. T., of Mercer county, Ky.)
30 years of age, strong and athletic, received several stabs, one of which,
penetrated the cavity of the abdomen, midway between ihe umbilicus
and the anterior superior spinous process of the ilium, The wound ex-
ternally was about three inches in length, but not more than an inch
where it penetrated the cavity of the abdomen. I saw him eight hours af-
ter the injury was inflicted, and found eighteen inches or two feet of the
small bowel protruding. A moist cloth had been laid over the exposed
bowel for protection ; they had become partially dry and adherent. Warm
fomentations were applied and the cloth removed ; upon examination of
the protruded bowel, a small puncture, about four lines in length, was
discovered, penetrating it transversely, the mucous edges being completely
inverted. Fortunately, remembering the strict injunctions given in your
interesting lectures upon that subject, I adopted the course recommended
by you,, of closing the puncture by suture where there existed a liability
to the discharge of frecal matter through ihe wound. A single stitch
with a common sewing needle armed with silk, sufficed to close the ori-
fice so as to prevent the escape of the contents of the bowel. With some
little difficulty, the hovvel was reduced without further dilating the wound.
After ascertaining that there was but little if any hemorrhage into the
abdomen, the edges of the wound were drawn together, and retained by
three stitches, supported by adhesive straps, a compress and roller, &c.
The other wounds were dressed by suture, adhesive strips and the bandage.
The patient being considerably exhausted by loss of blood from a

wound on the hip involving the gluteal artery, stimulants were adminis-tered with freedom, during the dressing and for several hours after.
About six hours after the dressing, when he had partially recovered from
the immediate effects of loss of blood, the bowels were thoroughly evacu-
ated by an enema of warm water.
March 19th.—Circulation rather feeble, with general languor and ha-

rassing cough, probably induced by remaining some hours in his bloody
clothing—directed some mild expectorant remedy.
20th.—Less languor ; cough mitigated ; pulse has more force and fre-

quency ; bowels sufficiently active.
21st.—No improvement in the cough ; reaction thoroughly established ;

slight soreness of the bowels; pulse small and tense; directed a saline
draught.
22d.—Cough continues; complains of pain in the bowels, increased by

pressure; pulse hard and 120 to the minute ; venesection to 3 x., when
the pulse became soft, full, and less frequent, and the pain in the bowels
greatly relieved. In the afternoon the pain returned with the tension and
force of the pulse ; venesection to Sviij., soon after which all symptoms
of peritoneal inflammation subsided. His bowels were regulated by the
use of oil and saline purgatives.
On the 25th the dressings were changed; the wounds looked healthy

and were healing.After this the dressings were regularly renewed every two or three days.
The stitches closing the wound of the abdomen were not removed until
the fifteenth day, in consequence of a remaining disposition to cough,

.

In
twenty days from the time the injury was received, the patient was ena-bled to walk out, and in six months he resumed his ordinary business.
—Dr. J. D. McBrayeu, to Prof. Gross, in West. Med. Journal.
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